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Dates for your  
diary: 
 

Monday 25th May 
Timetable Change 
 
Monday 1st June  
School closed to pupils        
(in-service) 
 
Tuesday 2nd June  
Senior pupils return from 
study leave. 
 
Wednesday 10th June 
Prize Giving 7pm 
 
Wednesday 17th June 
School Sports 
 
Monday 29th and Tuesday 
30th June 
Activity Days 
 
Thursday 2nd July 
School Closes 
 
 

Dux and Proxime 
The school’s annual school prize giving takes place on Wednesday 10th June 
at 7pm.  The list of prize winners is posted at the front of the school and 
letters sent home to pupils.  Our guest speaker this year is local journalist 
and author Catherine Deveney. 
 

Congratulations to our top prize winners for this session.  
 
The Dux Award is awarded jointly to Eilidh Forsyth, Eilidh Seaton and 
Archie Drennan. The Proxime Accessit awarded to Fiona Reid.   

Welcome to our Newsletter. 
 As always, there are a number of achievements, pupil pieces,  and events 
inside. Enjoy! 
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Fiona Reid 



 

 

 

S3 Prefects 
Senior Pupils have now started study leave, giving S3 pupils the opportunity to apply to be interim 

prefects.  S3 pupils were asked to complete the same application form as senior pupils and the 

standard of application was extremely high.  Throughout study leave S3 prefects will help with a 

number of tasks around the school.  They are all to be commended for applying to take on this lead-

ership role and to give something back to the school. 

Notes & News 
Staffing 
At the end of term we said a temporary good bye to Mrs C Reid as she started her maternity 

leave.  Mr MacIllechiar will cover for Mrs Reid until the Summer.  There have also been some 

changes in Pupil Support.  Mrs E Fyfe is on secondment until the Summer, during this time 

Wyvis pupils will be the responsibility of Mrs V MacLennan.  During Mrs Merrell’s absence 

Novar Pupils will be covered by Miss S Tullis.   We also congratulate Miss Buck in English who 

got married during the Easter holidays and returns with her married name of Mrs Arkley. 
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Anthony Nolan Trust 
 

S6 pupils were given the opportunity to sign up to the Anthony Nolan Trust register.  

Every day, the trust match incredible individuals willing to donate their blood stem 

cells or bone marrow to people with blood cancer and blood disorders who 

desperately need lifesaving transplants.   Thank you to all S6 pupils who were 

prepared to come forward and sign up to this life changing programme. 

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE RETURN OUR BOOKS 
Senior Pupils are reminded that all school books and equipment must be 

returned to the appropriate department as soon as possible.  New cours-

es have started and staff and pupils need the resources to work with.   

Letters will be sent out to any pupils who have still to return school books. 
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Dingwall Academy on Facebook 
The school now has an official Facebook Page.  The page was initially set up to promote the Spring Fair 
but has proved so popular that we have decided to keep it going.  The page will initially be used to 
promote pupil achievements and successes.  We will continue to communicate school information to 
parents via email and the newsletter. 

This is the profile picture, so please make sure that you are directed to the correct site. 

So far the page has had over 600 likes – we would really like to break the 1000 mark so please have a 
look and like!    

Goodbye and Good Luck to S6 

S6 pupils are now completing exams and will then formalise leaving procedures.  Pupils are asked to collect a 
leavers’ form from the school office after their last exam.  
S6 pupils celebrated their last official day in school with an organised trip to Rollerbowl and Paintball.  This 
was followed by a short ‘playtime’ at the Whin Park!  Pupils 
then returned to school to dance the now traditional ‘Strip 
the Willow’ in the front car park. 
 
We would like to wish all S6 pupils the very best for a 

successful and happy future. 



Ross County Athletics Club is for people to come along and learn 
to run, jump, throw and make new friends. The club runs on a 
Tuesday night. If you are 8 to 13 you will be from 7 o-clock to 8 o-
clock and if you are 13 plus you will be from 8 o-clock to 9 o-clock 
at Dingwall Academy. 
 
During the athletics season (the Easter holiday to the October 
holiday) the club meets on the grass behind the academy to do 
track and field events such as long jump, high jump, shot put, 
javelin, sprints and middle distance. 
 
There are athletics league events sponsored by Petrofac where people of all ages 
from the north of Scotland come to compete against others of their age (but you 
have to be nine or over to compete), the age groups are under 11, under 13, under 
15, under 17 and seniors of each gender. This takes place at Queens Park in Inverness  
 
During the Cross-Country season (October holidays to the Easter holidays) the club 
meets inside the academy in the games hall to work on sprints, indoor shot put, 
indoor javelin and if you wish you can go outside to do endurance training.  
There are cross country events where people of all ages from the north of Scotland 
come to do cross country. Each age group does a different distance for example 
under 11s do 1 mile, under 13s do 2 miles under 15s do 3 miles and so on with the 
other age groups. The club takes a bus to these events where you can have a laugh 
before and after you run, the events race can be from Caithness to Keith so it is a 
good day out. During the last season the under 13 boys won the championship in 
their age group.   
 
The club is run by Tom Mathieson and he oversees everything but there are lots of 

other friendly coaches. When you come you will be allowed four trial weeks then you 

will be put onto the waiting list, you may be put in straight away or you may have to 

wait awhile. If you are interested see the clubs website at http://

www.rosscountyac.com 

 

By Alex Ellen (S1) 

      Pupil Voices 
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Ross County Athletics Club 



The Youth Summit is an event that young people from across 
Scotland attend. The Summit is a chance for young people to ask 
questions and express their views on education and other issues 
to do with young people such as clubs & activities, rights, social 
justice etc. 
 
This year Dingwall Academy sent eight pupils to the youth 
summit: in S1 Adam Bradley, Ceitidh Petrie and Alan Hasson; in S2 
Liam Shaw, Mackenzie Blyth and in S3 Gregor McArthy and Blair 
Cowan. 
 

Here is a run through of the day’s events:  
Activity 1:  
We wrote on sticky notes about what we would do if we were First Minister of Scotland and/or the Education 
Secretary these notes were then stuck up next to cartoons of the First Minister and the Education Secretary so 
that everyone could see other people’s ideas and suggestions.  
Activity 2:  
Next we used electronic voting pads to answer some questions on what issues to do with young people we 
thought were most important. 
The electronic voting pads work like this: 
Questions with multiple answers come up on big screens.  
Next to each answer there is a number, the same set of numbers appears on the pad. 
Then you choose an answer and press the number next to it on your pad. 
Finally after all votes are cast the results are shown on the screen. 
 
Activity 3: 
Each group had a facilitator (someone who is there to help 

and explain). The facilitator went through a range of 
subjects including social justice ,rights, education, 
access to clubs and what we want to see for young 
people in the future. We discussed them and wrote 
down our opinions. 

 
Lunch Time Activities: 
During lunch there were still things that you could do such 

as: you had the opportunity to view a selection of cartoons depicting problems and issues discussed 
during the day, if you thought something was particularly important you could show this by sticking a 
plain sticky note on the picture. There was also a suggestion box where you could write your 
suggestion on a piece of paper and post it in the box. 

 
Activity 4: 
Angela Constance, the Education Secretary, gave a speech and answered our questions. Then the rest of the 

Cabinet including Nicola Sturgeon, the First Minister, came in to talk to us. The Cabinet Secretary for 
Culture came to our table to discuss the things we had been talking about earlier. 

 
The day concluded with a thank you to the Cabinet and to us for attending the Summit. 
 
Written by Adam Bradley S1 

      Pupil Voices 
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University  
Applications 

 
 
 

With SQA exams underway thoughts will soon turn to next steps and for many pupils this will 
involve the University application process. 
 
Pupils and parents are encouraged to start the process by looking at the University application 
website www.UCAS.com 
 
All Universities hold open days with many taking place prior to the Summer holidays.  Dates for 
this year include 
 
Aberdeen University 1st September 
 
Dundee University  12th June (Medicine and Dentistry) 
     31st August 
     26th September 
 
Edinburgh University 19th June 
     7th September 
     26th September 
 
Glasgow University  18th June 
     2nd September 
     24th October 
 
Heriot Watt University 25th September 
     31st October 
 

Most open days require pupils to register on line prior to the event and we would encourage 
pupils and parents to start looking at dates now.  The school does not organise group visits to 
Open Days but pupils will be given permission to attend up to three open days during school 
time. 

Moving on to 

University? 

The Open University have produced a 

very useful online course to help prepare 

pupils for University Life.  The course is 

free and can be viewed at 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/

preparing-for-uni 

http://www.UCAS.com
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/preparing-for-uni
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/preparing-for-uni
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TCT at Dingwall Academy 
Dingwall Academy has an 

established tradition of 

working with the 

Teenage Cancer Trust.  

Our partnership with TCT 

involves both awareness 

raising and fundraising 

activities.   As part of the 

awareness raising side of 

the initiative, Steven 

Jones from TCT visited 

the school to speak to 

pupils in S2, S3 and S5.  

Steven was able to deliver a very serious topic in a manner that teenagers could really relate to.  All pupils are 

to be commended for their mature and responsible response to his talks.  It is this joint focus on both 

fundraising and awareness raising that makes the school’s partnership with TCT so successful and during the 

last week of term S6 pupils turned their attention to fundraising activities for TCT.  This included a cycle 

challenge where pupils were sponsored to cover the distance from Dingwall to the Teenage Cancer Trust 

offices in London.  On the last day pupils organised a bake sale and some fun activities – including throwing 

wet sponges at 

some ‘volunteer’ 

teachers.  Over 

£2000 was raised 

on the day with 

additional 

money still to 

come in from the 

Cycle Challenge.  

Well done to all 

involved and to 

the S6 pupils for 

their 

organisation. 
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Dingwall Academy have been heavily involved in Rock Challenge 
for a number of years now and this year have been especially 
successful. 
For those of you who are unaware of Rock Challenge and what 
it entails, in a nut shell it is a performing arts competition that 
shows young people how they can achieve a natural high 
without the use of tobacco, alcohol or other substances. It 
communicates health and social education messages to 
teenagers in a positive and supportive environment. The 
‘Challenge’ for the students and their teachers is to create and 
be involved in their own production from conceptualisation 
through to the final live performance.  
All the pupils have been working very hard since October last 
year, giving up every Friday and Sunday afternoon; designing 
and building set, mixing music, designing lighting, making 
costumes, and coming up with different styles of choreography. 
On the 28th of April we all headed to Eden Court for the 
Highland Finals with our piece ‘Dreams of the Big Top’ where we 
competed against six other schools from around the region. The 
day was long with rehearsals, hair, make up and last minute 

tweaks but by the time we reached the final performance in the evening the atmosphere was electric. 
All the schools were outstanding, many of the performances were stunning to watch and the encouragement 
and kind words exchanged between schools was a pleasure to witness. 
Dingwall Academy Rock Challenge team came away with five separate awards these were; Police Scotland 
Award of Excellence for Visual Enhancement, Highland Alcohol and Drugs Partnership Award of Excellence for 
Costuming Character, Scottish Fire and Rescue Service Award of Excellence for Entertainment, NHS Highland 
Award of Excellence for Set Design and Function and the one we value most, Safer Highland Award for Spirit 
of Rock Challenge. This put us in second place overall and that we qualify for the Scottish Finals in Dundee on 
the 12th of June. 
 
 

Rock Challenge—Pupil Voices 
 
Rock Challenge is a global organisation that allows school children to show what they are good at, like 
dancing, set design, costume making and a lot more. It involves an eight minute dance which is then judged 
and the top two places get through to the finals. The dance is supposed to tell a story and have a meaning. 
This year we have luckily reached the Scottish finals in Dundee. Our theme is the circus and it is called ‘Dreams 
of the Big Top’. It is about a girl called Hetty who runs away from an orphanage to the circus where she tries 
but doesn’t succeed in any of the acts, but at the end she fits in with the clowns and all the acts come 
together for one big last dance. Our story tells people that although life is hard and you might not be good at 
everything, everyone is good at something. 
 
By Kirsty Johnston S1 

Rock Challenge 



Storming Success—Pupil Voices 
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Since writing this article the 
amazing U13 football team travelled to 
Keith and defeated Inverurie High School 
3 – 0 in the North Schools Cup Final.  A 
fabulous afternoon, the boys were 
excellent ambassadors for the school and 
impressed all with their attitude and 
behaviour.   

The team even took along their own travelling 
fan club.  A group of S1 pupils were given the 
opportunity to travel and support the team – 
there may have only been fifteen of them but 
they made an excellent Dingwall roar! 

Thank you to Ross County who allowed the boys 
to parade the cup during the Ross County v 
Hamilton game last Saturday, a memorable 
event for all involved.   

 

U13 Update... 

U13 Football North of Scotland Cup Semi Final 
The Under-13 football team defeated Banff Academy 2-1 in the semi-final of the North of 
Scotland Cup. Dingwall took the lead through a Josh Reid header from a Lewis Mackenzie 
corner. An excellent all round team performance almost won the game in normal time but 
Banff equalised with 10 minutes remaining to force the game into extra time. Banff were 
undoubtedly favourites as they had devastated Dingwall with their late equaliser. 
 
Dingwall, however, managed to overcome the disappointment and restored their lead early 
in the first period of extra time. This time Josh Reid crossed for Lewis Mackenzie to power a 
header in at the far post. Dingwall dominated the remainder of the game and secured a well
-deserved but hard fought victory. 
 
They will meet Inverurie academy in the final in the near future 

Dingwall Academy U13’s have stormed through their league by winning it in 7 games and winning the 
North of Scotland Cup for the first time since 1995 by beating Inverurie Academy 3-0, they are also in 
the semi-final of the Highland Cup. 
Ally Gillies- I think that our team has a very good chance of winning the treble. I think the team play 
together well, and since we have won the league and North of Scotland Cup our chances of winning 
the Highland Cup is good. 
Josh Levene-  everyone is playing good football, everyone is working hard In training and in games, we 
deserve all the cups we have won so far, the best game we have played is V Banff in the semi- final 
when we won 2-1.   
Mr Macintosh-  I was extremely impressed by the skill level, team work and effort that the team dis-
played in the semi- final against Banff, the boys are an absolute credit to the school. 

By Josh and Fraser 



Piping Achievement 
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Well done to Hamish Drennan, 2N2, who was awarded ‘Top 
Intermediate Piper’ at the recent ACF Pipes and Drums con-
centration at Cameron Barracks, Inverness this Easter.  Over 
150 cadet pipers and drummers from Britain spent nine days 
preparing for their PDQB exams and the final Beat Retreat 
performances in Dingwall and Inverness. 

The Lord Lieutenant’s Award Ceremony took place at Strathpeffer Pavillion on 

Monday 30th March.  Congratulations to Dean Brannen, Emily Pummell and Cara 

Recently two S2 pupils took part in a new Highland wide initiative that aims to 
engage young people, aged 25 and under, with the arts. 
Gregor MacKinnon and Sara Nicoll of S2 attended a basic radio skills course  on 
Saturday 16th May in Inverness, to learn some basic radio skills with the 
possibility of returning on a second visit to record a 20 second advert to be used 
on local radio. 
However, Gregor and Sara did more than this! Both pupils presented a radio 
show by themselves – Gregor for two and a half hours and Sara for one and a 
half hours. This is an incredible achievement  and will hopefully open new 
windows of opportunity for them in the future. Speaking about his radio 
experience Gregor said: “overall it was a great experience and I would love to do 
it again”. 
 Is Gregor going to be the next star DJ of MFR? Watch this space! 

New Voices of MFR? 

Lord Lieutenant Award Ceremony 
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Africa 2015 
Senior Pupils travelling to South Africa in the Summer gave a very informative talk to S1 

pupils about the project and their involvement with it.  The group followed this up with a 

very successful concert and fundraising ceilidh during the Easter break. 
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Disability Junior Athletics Success 
Congratulations to the 8 students who took part in the Highland Disability Junior Athletics 

Event on Wednesday 13th May at Queens Park in Inverness. They participated in a wide 

range of events including 60m, 100m, 200, 400, softball throw, shot putt, and long jump. 

Alexander Collins (S3) put in a fantastic effort winning his heat in the 400m and Holly 

Urquhart came away with a gold medal for the 60m and a silver medal for the softball 

throw. A fantastic day was had by all and the effort and enthusiasm from the Dingwall 

Academy students made them a credit to the school. Well done to John Anderson (S1), 

Aaron Miller (S1), Holly Urquhart (S1), Sara Beaton-Garcia (S1), Sebastian Hansyz (S2), 

Alexander Collins (S3), Danielle Burton (S6), and Connor Jobling (S6).  



Our gardening guru 
Susan Swallow has 
moved on to 
pastures new  in 
Aberdeen but the 
pupils and staff of 
Dingwall Academy 
have been working 
hard to rejuvenate 
and maintain the 
fantastic school 
garden she 
established. 
This beautiful outdoor classroom  is home to the Diggers group who actively 
maintain the garden every Wednesday and Thursday and the gardening elective 
who have been tending the raised beds. A very exciting new development taking 
place this year is the building of an outdoor  learning area for pupils to learn about 
horticultural techniques and gardening. The funding of this invaluable new 
resource resulted from Susan’s tireless fundraising efforts. 
All staff and pupils are encouraged to grab a trowel and get involved! We would be 
most grateful if you have any plants that you would like to donate to the garden. 
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School Garden Blooms Again! 

School Choirs—Pupil Voices 

Dingwall Academy has a few choirs, including: Junior Choir, Senior Choir and Staff Choir. Junior Choir is led by Mr 
Brindle, and the Senior and Staff Choirs are led by Mrs MacLennan. We have interviewed Mr Brindle for some answers 
to questions you might have wanted to ask. 
 
What is it like to be a choir conductor? 
I find it a very enjoyable task, which I put a lot of hard work into. 
Why did you want to be a choir conductor? 
I have always enjoyed singing. I have been involved in different choirs throughout the years. 
Are there any spaces in our choirs? 
Yes, of course, we always welcome new members from S1 to S6. 
What got you into it? 
I have sung since the age of two. Mrs MacLennan was my primary school music 
teacher! 
What makes you keep going? 
(Laughing) Coffee. Oh, and all the lovely pupils that come to the department. 
 
Everyone who goes to choir has said they loved it, and it was a great experience 
for them. The teachers can be very inspirational. There are a lot of events that 
choir are invited to, for example: the Spring Fair, Dingwall Academy Christmas 
Music Concert, Dingwall Gaelic Choir Variety Concert and many more. The price 
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More Than Enough 
By Marge Piercy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pupil Voices 

 Pupil Achievements 

 Farewell for the summer! 

Something missing? Correction? 
Is there a feature you’d like to 
see? Get in touch! 

Dingwall Academy 
Dingwall 
Ross-shire 
IV15 9LT 
Tel: 01349 869860 
Fax: 01349 869886 
Web: www.dingwallacademy.com/contact_us.html 

 

In the next issue 

of the News... 

Dingwall Academy 
 

A school with a sense of community—a school where by 
taking collective responsibility, pupils and staff have the 

opportunity to achieve extraordinary things. 
 

Headteacher: Mrs K. Cormack RESPECT        RESPONSIBILITY        HONESTY        DETERMINATION 

 


