Minutes of Dingwall Academy Parent Council Meeting

26 September 2011

Present:  M. Paterson (Councillor), P.Cairns(Councillor), S.Blyth, K.Cormack (Rector),

P.Evennett (Secretary),H.Thornton (Chair), K.MacKenzie,L.Ross(Treasurer) , D.Morgan, C.MacKenzie (notetaker)

Apologies: S.Kruse, A.MacLean (Councillor)

Minutes of last meeting held on 22 August 2011 were accepted.

Matters Arising: 

Community Council elections: to be held in November; this year 16-17 year olds will be eligible to vote & to stand for election (nominations close on 4th October). Elected pupils to be made aware of Right of Way issue as this may be raised again. Rory Forbes of S6 has been approached by KC but may be too busy to stand.

Games Pitches: There is a need for additional work to be done on the far end of the game pitches due to water accumulating below the janitor’s house. The Parent Council will get intouch with Ron MacKenzie to see if he can do anything about this problem. The PE department don’t expect to get full use of these pitches until after October as playing on them before that time may cause more damage. 

There is a safety issue with the fence below the Astroturf pitch and RM is to be asked about its removal. It was felt that adding another set of steps would improve safety for pupils accessingthe games pitches as pupils have started to use the bank as a short cutwhich KM reported has resulted in a couple of injuries so far. A letter will be sent to Ron MacKenzie about all these issues and he will be invited to the next meeting.

Finance:PE gifted 2 bottles of wine to accountant, Marc Whythe,in lieu of a fee for auditing the accounts this year, which cost £18.90.
A gift of 2 bottles of wine was given to N.Fearne to thank him for his contribution to the Parent Council, which cost £22.90.
 A 6th year student was paid £20 to take the minutes at the meeting. 
Accounts were circulated and showed a Closing Balance of £2,430.19. (£2,445.19 when the bank repays £15 fee, which needs to be chased).

PE suggested that £1500 be transferred to the savings account and that new signatories would be needed for the PC bank account due to the changes in post holders. PE will remain as acting Treasurer until the forms have been signed at Lloyds TSB in Dingwall.

School News: Dingwall Academy has started publishing a monthly newsletter for which they are looking for community sponsorship; Dingwall Business Associationis to be approached.

E-mail addresses have now been included on the Data Capture Forms and by next term some communication with parents will be done through e-mail. 

Miss Fagen is to replace Mr Ross in the Art Department. 

There are plans to have a Level 2 Autism Base in the school. 

This year there will be a review of the Behaviour Code.  Each member of staff is being encouraged to be involved in similar working group such as a Maths Group.

Senior pupils now have to pay £10 for 2nd and 3rd terms in order to participate in Hospitality. 

Pupils from the pupil council are to meet on Mon 3 Oct to work on the aims and values of the school and parent council members were invited by KC to attend.

Any Other Business: Cllr Cairns raised the point that 16/17 year olds will be able to vote in the Independence Referendum so many pupils currently in school will be able to vote in three years’ time. Councillors are willing to come into the school to speak to pupils on this important issue. 

The school plan to consider a means of handing on or selling blazers when pupils are finished with them and PE suggested the PC helps with this.

PE suggested a sale of used study guides and past papers.

An email from Just Trading Scotland has asked the PC to consider another purchase of rice. There is concern that it can be hard to shift 90kg. It was decided that more information should be gathered in order to discuss it at the next meeting. MP recommended discussing this with Dianne Pallett at Allspice in Dingwall. The website of Just Trading Scotland has information for us all to look at.

Next meeting will be on Monday 14 November at 7pm

Other dates for meetings are proposed as 23 January 2012 & 27 February 2012.
